At present, it is universally acknowledged that there are signiÀ cant parallels between the sapiential text 4QInstruction and the early apocalyptic Enoch literature.
1 Elgvin initially suggested that "4QInstruction draws upon the Enoch tradition," 2 but a direct dependence between both texts and corpora has been questioned from different perspectives.
3 For the present discussion several aspects are of importance. First, with regards to the question of literary dependence, there are no explicit references in either corpus to the other, and there is no certainty as to when exactly one should date either 4QInstruction or speciÀ c Enochic [STDJ 50; Leiden: Brill, 2003 ], 185-88) does not claim a literary dependence, but accepts that "the author of 4QInstruction was familiar with Enochic texts." texts such as the Epistle of Enoch.
4 Second, the new paradigm, which explains second c. BCE literature in terms of amalgamation or bricolage, is not entirely compatible with older paradigms, which presuppose gradual developments within generically delineated groups of texts from one text to another. 5 The observation that different texts fuse sapiential and apocalyptic elements hardly helps us to understand the exact relation between those texts. The bricolage paradigm also, at least for this period of literature, severs the connection between literary forms or genres and social or sociological settings. In other words, those familiar concepts of apocalyptic and wisdom cannot be used as umbrella terms to denote either speciÀ c kinds of literature or modes of thinking.
6 In this contribution I will depart from the assumption that both the early Enoch literature and 4QInstruction and Mysteries might well originate in the early part of the second c. BCE, without one of them ostensibly being earlier than the other. Moreover, in view of the recent deconstruction of the categories "wisdom" and "apocalyptic" as general descriptive terms of literature or modes of thinking, 7 I will not deal with wisdom as such, but instead focus on speciÀ c formal elements related to "wisdom" in the early Enoch literature, 4QInstruction, and other sapiential texts. 8 My starting point will be some sections from
